
Book Reviews

PROPERTY  AND  POLITICS: ESSAYS  IN  LATER MEDIEVAL ENGLISH
HISTORY.  Edited by A. J. Pollard. Alan Sutton Publishing, Gloucester, 1984.

The nine articles included in  this  volume form the proceedings of  a  symposium
held at Reading in 1983. They represent a substantial body of new  research, on
topics spanning the  late  fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, that will be of interest
both  to the specialist and the general reader. Most of the contributions
successfully fall within the range of the theme of the  title  and since property was
the cornerstone of medieval politics, some  broader and more wide-ranging
insights  also  emerge.

The opening piece, Rowena Archer’s study of  late  medieval dowagers,
demonstrates how dower and jointure could deplete a noble  estate.  In the  case  of
the Mowbray family, the central example of Dr. Archer’s survey, the problem
was  a  substantial  one.  For the unfortunate fourth Duke of Norfolk the
inheritance was encumbered by two dower  payments, and the considerable
jointure of Katherine Neville, effectively crippling a  major aristocratic  house.
This  lucid and well-researched article provides an explanation for Edward  IV’s
notorious abuse of the law on dower during the  1470’s  and forms  a  fitting tribute
to the  most  remarkable dowager of them all, Katherine Neville, who was to
survive  her  fourth  husband by some fourteen years.

Peter Fleming moves into relatively unexplored  territory with his survey of
charity amongst the Kentish gentry. His work is based on extensive use of local
wills to  suggest  a balance between genuine piety and the desire for a public display
of wealth in provisions for burial. The  most  striking feature  that  emerges is the
concern for  social  standing and the desire to perpetuate the family name, an
emphasis on the  testator’s  lineage and  status  within the community.  Anthony
Smith  takes us on to more familiar ground with  a piece  on the litigation of the
redoubtable Sir John Fastolf. The pioneering research of K. B. McFarlane
showed how Fastolf used his war profits to invest in a substantial English  estate, a
legacy that  the  Pastons  tried desperately to defend during the Wars of the Roses.
Dr.  Smith  draws on  a  new deposit of Fastolf papers at Magdalene College in  a
cogent  analysis which overturns the verdict of P. S. Lewis that the old veteran
bought his lands carelessly and without regard to the strength of title.

Two articles  take  us to the frontiers of Lancastrian politics. Robert  Massey’s
study of the land settlement in Normandy carries on the research of C. T.
Allmand and demonstrates the importance attached to ownership of  estates in
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Fr'ance at the end of the Hundred Years War. Using important French archive
sources  he emphasises the value of such property, both as  a  source of investment
and of patronage. The result is  a  more positive re—appraisal of Henry V’s policy of
occupation, showing that the diverse revenues and profits from  these  lands could
support  a  livelihood and provide status sufficient to  attract  a  second generation
of settlers.  Elizabeth Matthews’ solidly documented piece on the financing of the
Lordship of Ireland illuminates another neglected  aspect  of the Lancastrian
regime. Again the results of new research  reflect  favourably on Henry V, whose
policy of making Ireland contribute more to its own administration and
government in the period  1420-2  was similar to .the measures be was trying to
implement in Normandy.

The focus then shifts to the local community. Carol Arnold studies changes
in the commissions of the  peace  in the West Riding of Yorkshire from
Lancastrian to Tudor periods. .The influence of Richard,.Duke of Gloucester in
the region during the  1470’s  is mentioned but  could  perhaps have been developed
more  fully. It is  a  little misleading to find one of  Richard’s closest  retainers, Sir
John Pilkington, consistently referred to simply as  a king’s  knight. Nevertheless
this is a useful and wide-ranging survey. Ian Rowney considers the retinue of
William Lord Hastings in the honour of Tutbury. Hastings was one of the  most
attractive and influential figures in the Yorkist regime, and Dr. Rowney discusses
the  extent  to which he used'his position as steward of the honour in the  1470’s  to
strengthen his power in the Midlands.  Hastings  did not introduce his own
monetary fees  or annuities in the region, perhaps, as Rowney argues, because he
had no plans for establishing a long-term affinity, but perhaps  also  because his
position as king's Chamberlain made his patronage attractive even without_cash
payment. .  n  '  . : ,

The two remaining pieces fall somewhat outside the scope of the title.
Anthony Saul  discusses the interaction  between  the  local  rivalry of Yarmouth
and Lowestoft and events of the  Good  Parliament of  1376.  Roger  Lovatt  revives
Blackman’s  portrait of Henry VI as  a  reliable and useful source in  a  beautifully
written  account, full of insight and understanding. The volume as  a  whole
combines  a  high  standard of research with easily readable narrative and analysis.
Sadly, its overall presentation is marred by the large number of typographical
errors, including obviously misplaced punctuation and spelling mistakes.

M. K. JONES

THE  CHURCH, POLITICS  AND  PATRONAGE  IN THE  FIFTEENTH
CENTURY.  Edited by Barrie  Dobson. Alan Sutton  Publishing, Gloucester,
1984. £12.95.  b

This volume makes available the ten papers read at  a  colloquium of fifteenth-
century historians held at York in  1982.  Earlier meetings in the series, whose
papers have  also  been published, were  devoted to political society and to the
relationship between the crown and local communities.* In  1982  it was the turn of
the church, hitherto left rather out in the cold during the resurgence of interest in
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the fifteenth century. The present  book  helps to redress that imbalance and its
wide range of contents ensures  that, like all  good  anthologies, it has something for
everyone. Although there is no single theme, all the contributions place the
church firmly in the context of contemporary secular society rather than focusing
on the church’s own concerns. Even the two papers concerned with the  church’s
intellectual role bear witness, in different  ways, to the  extent  to which  this  was
influenced by lay interests and requirements. Jean-Philippe Genet  traces  how
‘political theology’ lost ground in England to  a  more pragmatic form of political
theory (centring on discussions of the  common  law and the practicalities of
government) whose  exponents  were likely to be laymen.  Helen  Jewell collects the
evidence for the educational role of late fifteenth-century bishops and points out
that several were interested in education for the laity as well as for the clergy.

Two  contributors tackle  the problem of contemporary piety:  Peter  Heath
through an analysis of the wills of Hull townsmen and Colin Richmond  through
the Paston Letters and other ‘gcntry’ evidence.  Both  arrive at  a  picture of  a
devotion which was essentially undemonstrative — at  least  in  a  spiritual sense;
both  the groups studied were alert to the possibilities of funerals and obits as  a
demonstration of  social  standing.  This  calmness and moderation is far removed
from the spiritual  anxieties  sometimes taken as typical of the period and it poses  a
major problem in interpretation. Is it  a  sign of superficiality or is it, on the
contrary, a mark of ‘sure and profound faith'? Hindsight makes the question
particularly intriguing, since one inevitably approaches the question of late-
medieval piety in 1he knowledge  that  the Reformation was to occur in the
following century. Both papers have interesting points to make in this context.
Mr.  Heath’s  is specific: he  suggests  that  the clergy of Hull were mediocre and  that
Protestantism, to which Hull reacted with enthusiasm in the mid-sixteenth
century, came as ‘rain to a dry land’. Dr. Richmond offers a  more  general
suggestion, that  fifteenth-century gentry were retreating from communal religion
into their private devotions (manifested in their private pews and chapels) and
that  it was this elitist, literary brand of religion which was to shape the
Reformation.

A  major problem in assessing mainstream piety is  that  its exponents rarely
needed to be explicit about the things which they took  for  granted.  We tend to be
better informed about ideas which challenged contemporary orthodoxy. One of
these areas of controversy, the material wealth  amassed  by the church, is the
subject of a detailed  study by Margaret Aston. For Lollards in particular, that
wealth was a sign of spiritual corruption, but this spiritual criticism inevitably
acquired  political overtones  since an obvious solution was the disendowment of
the church.  Here  Dr. Aston distinglishes a  further  strand in the controversy, the
social  argument that the wealth of the church should be used to relieve the poor.
This, she  suggests, was a manifestation of  a  ‘truly evangelical commitment to the
poor’in  this  period, a  view which serves as  a  useful counterweight  to the currently
accepted assumption  that  charity was more a matter of buying prayers for oneself
than benefiting the poor.

One facet of contemporary dissatisfaction with the wealth of the church was
a widespread feeling that  the clergy should bear their fair share of  taxation, a  view
in which the  King wholeheartedly concurred. Alison McHardy considers the
neglected question of how  that  taxation was organized in the fifteenth century.
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Her paper is  a  reminder of the sheer slog which royal service could entail. The

burdenvof organizing and collecting the taxes fell on the clergy themselves, who

then found  themselves squeezed between two royal pressures: the King’s desire to
raise more money, which made the system increasingly complex, and his
willingness to  exempt  men from the chore of acting as collector,'which meant that
the administrative  load  fell on fewer shoulders. In spite of  this, the  system  held up

remarkably well, testimony to the resilience of the royal bureaucracy.
Three of the remaining papers consider further  aspects  of church/ state

relationships. Robin Storey reminds us  that  the actions of leading churchmen

should never be interpreted in exclusively political terms and develops this  theme
in a study of the political crises of  1399  and  1461  in which he argues  that  the clerics
who played  a  key role (Thomas Arundel and Thomas Bourgchier respectively)

were  motivated by their perception of the interests of the church as well as by their
family involvement 1n secular politics. Readers of the  Ricardian, 1n par_ticular,
will regret that Professor Storey does not go on to  test this  argument against the

circumstances of  1483  and 1485. At a higher level of  church/state  affairs, two
papers consider  national  relations with the  papacy.  In the  case  of Scotland,
Donald Watt concludes that contempoary popes were followers rather than
leaders, content for the  most  part to respond to local initiatives.  A  broadly similar

picture emerges from Jack  Watt’s  companion study of Ireland. Here, the

occasions on  which  the papacy acted  spontaneously generally seem to have led to
local Confusion, most  notably 1n the diocese of Dromore, which had four bishops

simultaneously In  1431-4, all (perhaps fortunately) absentees.
_Implicit in  these  two papers is the papal role as  receiver  and grantor of

petitions. One aspect of this is studied 1n more detail by John Thomson, who
investigates the recourse of Englishmen to Rome for dispensations from the
requirements of  cénon  law or  absolutions  for breaches of it. Sincelcanon law
ruled on such secular matters as marriage or  oath  taking, laity'as well as clerics
might  need to petition Rome and  both  are discussed here. The supplications
themselves are still uncalendared and this  survey is based on the papal replies,

which have yielded a fascinating collection of problems.  Among them is that of a
woman  who  swore  to her husband on his-deathbed  that  she would never  take
another husband, because, she said, if she had denied him this consolation he
might  have died in  a  state of sin because of excessive grief, or, if he had recovered,

might have loved her less every day. She  sought  to be released from her  oath
because she was still  young and wanted to have children. The pardon was duly

given, with the imposition of penance for her  oath.  The interest of  these examples,
as Dr. Thomson points  out, lies also in the light  they shed on attitudes to the
papacy. At a time when the financial and political claims of the pope were much
resented, the  papacy’s  role as a ‘well of  grace’ was still accepted: the papacy

‘possessed authority over men’s minds, though not necessarily a  hold on their

affections}
This  balance of detail and wider argument is typical of the  book  as  a  whole.

Almost all the papers offer telling vignettes, from the Irish  cleric  and father of  a
large  family Cathal  Cg Macmanus Maguire, praised by his  obituarist  as ‘a turtle
dove of chastity, to the bishop of Lincoln, Philip Repton, who renounced his see

and  sought  a  pauper ’s burial, ‘in remission of the sins of worldly vanity
committed by me in  that  place. Not only students  of the medieval church, but
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anyone interested in fifteenth-century society will find  a  great deal  here  to intrigue
and inform them.

"  Fifteenth-century England.  1399-1509,  ed. S. B.  Chrimes,  C. D.  Ross  and R. A.  Griffiths
(Manchester  1972);  The  Crown  and  Local  Communities  in  England  and  France,  ed. J. R. L.
Highfield  and  Robin Jeffs  (Gloucester l98l).

ROSEMARY HORROX

THE  ABBEYS  AND  PRIORIES  0F  MEDIEVAL ENGLAND.  Colin Platt.
1984.  Secker and Warburg, £9.95  (paperback).

For the  sake  of definition, ‘England’ here  includes Wales with an occasional
excursion into Scotland, but not Ireland. ‘Medieval’ extends  from the  Conquest
to the Dissolution. Pre—Norman monasticism receives only an introductory
paragraph, while the great wave of Norman foundations and reforms are headed
‘An Alien  Settlement’.

So  many books have been  written on monasticism in our time  that  one
wonders  what  niche is left for yet another. But Professor Platt makes his point in
the preface  —  to give greater place to the architectural  history of the monasteries.
The  author’s  expertise in archaeology and his use of aerial photography
(particularly when  paired  with  shots  from ground level) give  this book  a  new
dimension.

That comes, too, from his presenting the story against the background of
motives, political, economic and spiritual, of  real  people. Too  often, the  story of
monasticism has  been told  in terms of a way of life which, once evolved, adapted
itself  to  changing circumstances and the need for reform, though  at one point
(p.44) even  Professor  Platt allows the Cistercian reform movement to take  flight
on its own wings. But we  feel  reading this book  that  we are in  contact  with people
like ourselves, not denizens of  a  higher world.

One is  astonished  too at the comprehensiveness of Professor  Platt’s vision;
how many near-forgotten  houses  find  their  proper place in his story. One is
reminded of those endless lists of heroes in Homer who survive only as  names, but
at  least, if our curiosity is aroused, we can follow up these unremembered  houses
in the  Victoria County Histories and D.0.E. publications.

Inevitably, there  are  some  minor lapses. Not everyone would  agree that  the
exposition  of King Arthur’s remains at Glastonbury was ‘a cruel and cynical
deception’ (p.77).  Corfe is  about  thirty miles from Shaftesbury, somewhat  more
than  ‘not  far’ (p.78) while at Sempringham, part of the church remains, and  also
the tithe barn and holy well which is rather more than  ‘nothing’ (p.131). One
understands the omission of  page numbers  where photographs are printed at the
top of the page, but this causes the pagination to disappear continuously between
pages 149 and 165. And do we need to be told quite so  often  (in brackets) that St.
Michael's  Mount  is in Cornwall and Fountains in West Yorkshire? I should
myself  have been  more interested to  know exactly where Cormeilles is, apart from
vaguely in Normandy.

This book  is  neither  an introduction to monasticism in England nor  a  vade
mecum  for  a  monastic tour. But for  those  who already have  some  knowledge of

36



the  subject, this  is an important work of scholarship which will  both  broaden and
deepen thinking about  our  monastic  heritage. Ricardians may be galled to
discover  that  Richard III is one of only four  medieval kings who receive no
mention (and Edward IV'appears only as the supposed murderer of Henry VI)
while Henry VII receives not only honourable mention but even a photgraph. But
not even the  most  fanatical of Ricardians will deny that  Henry Tudor  knew  a
good  investment when he saw one.

BARRIE  WILLIAMS

MEDIEVAL BRITAIN FROM  THE  AIR.  Colin Platt.  1984.  George  Philip,
London. £12.50.

Every year it  seems, Colin Platt produces  a  general work on medieval buildings.
Thus we have had English  towns, Monastic Granges, Abbeys and Priories, Parish
Churches and Castles.  1984’s  work is even more general, ambitious and, to be
frank, the apparent result of commercial thinking. This is by no means an
uncharitable observation: publishers have to think of their  sales, and  authors  of
general works have to think just as hard, probably, as  those  of highly specialised,
even  esoteric works. To tell the tale of medieval  social  history by reference to its
architectural expressions, which is  Platt’s  stated  plan, is no simple task, even
when the author has the advantages of his previous  books  behind him.  Here  he
does so with the inspiration of one hundred black and white aerial photographs of
individual buildings, earthworks, communities and deserted villages. As well as
the continuous narrative, these  illustrations are accompanied by extensive
captions.  These  are  something of a problem: they partly repeat the subject matter
of the main  text, but more annoyingly, they constantly interrupt the reader’s
efforts to follow the  author’s theme.  It would not hav'e helped to group all
illustrations and captions in the rear of the  book  as has  been  tried in other works,
but at  least  the duplication _of information could have been reduced by shorter
captions, or alternatively, by releasing the  text  from the convention of
concentrating on the illustrated examples to explain its  theme.

As inferred  above, Platt’s  approach  is chronological; he has not segmented
the work but deals with church, castle, community and monastery by the century
to create an overall picture of the social, economic history of Britain c. 1050 to
1600. An author doing this has to dart from one sort of building to another  —
from  place  of worship to place of residence to place of defence and  back  again  —
and it is clear  that  this is not an  easy thing to do. On the whole however, Platt
achieves his  objective  in  spite  of the ground he  sets himself to cover. The reader is
perhaps  left with grievances at  some  sins of omission (which of course are  quite
unavoidable) and unfair assessments and questionable judgements (such as
occasional  references to the anachronism of the  keep after  1200; the comparison
of Tattershall to the tower of Newark in Roxburghshire; the assertion  that Bolton
lay in the Northern Marches), but  most  such criticisms are mere pedantry.

Of course, the main feature of the  book  are the photographs. Although this is
not the first, or necessarily the  best, book  of its kind, any such  collection is well
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worth acquiring for the simple entertainment it brings.  More  than this  though,
aerial photography is undoubtedly still an undervalued aid to learning. ‘Lost
villages‘ would, in many cases, still be undecipherable  without  the aid of such
photography, while large complex buildings of several periods suddenly become
much easier to understand.  These  days, many of us can see and photograph such
monuments for ourselves, but until we all own aircraft, we  shall  have to rely on
books  like Platt’s to  give  us  a  bird's eye view of our heritage.

JAMES 0. PETRE

THE  ENGLISH FAMILY 1450-1700.  Ralph A. Houlbrooke. Themes in British
Social History.  Longman, London and New York. £5.95.

It is the fate of works on ‘fashionable’ topics like the family and children to be
outdated by the time they reach  bookshop shelves, such is the frequency with
which important works on those subjects continue to appear. This is not  quite  the
case with Ralph  Houlbrooke’s  contribution, although his bibliography reaches
only 1982. Nevertheless, this is a sane study of English family life in the early
modern period, with occasional  glances  backward to the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries.  Houlbrooke  brings an informed empathy to his material, never failing
to give previous generations credit for emotions and intentions other writers like
Philippe Ariés and Lawrence  Stone  have denied them. After an introduction  that
surveys the leading arguments and combatants of family history, Houlbrooke
begins  to develop his own thesis, stressing the importance of the nuclear family
and the lack of change apparent in familial forms and functions during the period
he studies. He argues  that  the nuclear family, consisting of  a  married  couple  and
their children, has been the  basic  element of English society for 600 years.
Economic opportunity had  a  direct  effect  on nuptuality: Houlbrooke finds that
all but the richest couples in this period postponed marriage until their mid-
twenties in order to  gather  resources and make an independent household.
Marriage was  a  way to social and economic  advancement, but there IS  plenty of
evidence to show  that young people  successfully expressed their own opinions
about  future partners.  Throughout  the age, love and free consent was the ideal,
and a great many both  rich and poor achieved it. Using diaries and letters, like
those  of the Pastons and Celys, Houlbrooke  shows  the affection evident between
spouses and in parent-child relations, although  that  affection depended largely
upon the wife' 5  and children’s compliance to the patriarch' s  will. Houlbrooke’ s
earlier work has  stressed just what little difference the English Reformation made
on individual lives. He expands on that thesis here, but with some uncertainty: he
argues  that  Protestantism probably did not affect marital relations, but had  a
positive  effect  on children’s lives by stressing the importance of education. But as
Steven Ozment and  other  historians have shown in  detail, the Protestant
Reformation  gave  a  new dignity to marriage as opposed to celibacy and the
cloistered  life, and bestowed  women’s  roles (as housewife, mother and teacher)
with  special value.  This  was bound to affect English marriage, even if the isle
experienced a  less  than revolutionary Reformation. As Houlbrooke fails to
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stress, real change in marriage and family life came in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, when urban  life  and a burgeoning economy required education and
flexibility, in place of the austere custom needed for subsistence agriculture.
Despite  these  omissions, however, this study is thorough and informed, a  fine
basis  for any study of English family life.

LORRAINE C.  ATI‘REED

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list consists of recent  books  and articles, mainly published in'
the last  twelve  months, although earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item  does  not preclude its subsequent review. Items marked
by an asterisk are in the  Society’s  Library.

BOOKS

Diane Bernstein, The  Lady in the  Tower. Medieval Courtesy Literature  for
Women.  152 pages. 1983. Archon  Books, The  Shoe  String Press Inc.,
Hamden, Connecticut.

Deals  with  the images of  women  in  medieval  literature  generally and in the  courtesy
books.  Chapters  on all the medieval roles permitted to  women, from  ruler  to  worker.
Bibliography, rgferences and list of  treatises written  for  women.

John Harvey, English  Medieval  Architects.  A Biographical Dictionary down
to  1540.  544 pages. 1984. Alan Sutton Ltd., Gloucester, £30.

Revised  edition  with many new  biographies  and new  introductory sections.  A
major reference  book.

Dominic Mancini, Usurpation  of Richard III.  Translated and introduced by
C. A. J. Armstrong. 168 pages. Reprint  1984. Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd.,
Gloucester, £6.95 (paperback). .

Essential  primary source  for the Protectorship period  of 1481*

Nicholas Orme, From  Childhood  to  Chivalry.  The  Education  of the  English
Kings  and  Aristocracy, 1066-1530.  256 pages. Illustrated.  1984.  Methuen,
London, £22.

Comprehensive survey of all kinds of  education  at  home  and  away from  the

family, for  boys  and  girls, in  arts, literature, sports and  manners.
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David  H. Rosenthal (translator), Tirant  Lo  Blane.  642 pages.  1984.
Macmillan, London, £9.95.

The  first  English translation  from the  Catalan  of this  chivalric  epic,  ‘the best  book
in the  world’, first published 1490. Much  of it is based on the  English  legends of Guy
of Warwick, and  some  of  Tirant’s adventures take  place in  England.  One of the
authors  probably had Beauchamp connections.

James W. Spisak and William Matthews (editors), Caxton's Malory: A  new
edition  of Sir  Thomas Malory's  Le  Morte Darthur, based  on the  Pierpoim
Morgan  Copy of William Caxton’s  Edition  of 1485.  2  volumes. 600 and 920
pages.  1984.  University of California Press, £65.45 the set.

Critical  edition, with glossary, genealogy, bibliography and  dictionary of names
and places. The editors  assert that  it was Malory who revised the work  rather  than

axton.

Norman P. Tanner, The  Church  in  late Medieval Norwich, 1370-1532.  xviii,
279 pages.  1984.  Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, Studies and  Texts,
number 66. E. J. Brill, Leiden, $25.

One of the leading medieval cities of England,  with  fifty parishes besides  other
religious  communities, and  with good  surviving records. A  study of the  people  and
their  religion  rather than  the institutions.  Challenges  the view  that  the  Church  was in
marked  decline at the end of the  middle  ages.

ARTI’CLES

M. A. Hicks, Edward IV, the  Duke  of Somerset, and Lancastrian Loyalism in
the North, Northern History,  volume 20, 1984, pages 24-37.

Deals  with  the  attempted  reconciliation  of Edward IV and the  Duke  of  Somerset,
l46l-5, and offers an alternative  interpretation  of  events  to  that  usually put  forward.*

Derek Keene, A  new study of  London  before the Great Fire, Urban  History
Yearbook,  1984, pages 11-21.

A  summary of the aims and  sources  of the  survey of medieval  London  now in
progress, with  some  conclusions about  the  shopping area of Cheapside.

Henry A. Kelly, The Second Croyland Anonymous and his Tragedy of
Richard  III, Chronica,  Newsletter  of the  Medieval  Association  of the  Pacific,
number 34, Spring 1984, pages  14-16.

Puts forward  the  suggestion  that  it was Richard  Lavender, Archdeacon  of
Leicester, who  wrote  the  part  of the  Croyland Chronicle covering the Yorkist period,
challenging the other candidates, John  Russell, Bishop of  Lincoln, and Henry Sharp of
the  Chancery.  Lavender was in Russell’s  retinue when  he  stayed  at  Croyland  in  1486!

Medieval English  Theatre,  volume  6, number 1, 1984.
Includes  ‘The  meaning of the word “Interlude”:  3  discussion’ in  both  medieval and

modern  usage. With  a  list of  allusions  to the  word  in  British  sources  from  c.1300  to
1639.
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Nicholas Orme, The Education of Edward V, Bulletin  of the  Institute  of
Historical Research,  volume  57, number  136, November  1984, pages [20-130.

Includes  transcripts of the  ordinances  for the  government  of the  Duke  of  Norfolk
c.  1435  andjhose  for  Edward Prince  of  Wales  l473.*

S. H. Rigby, Urban decline in the later middle ages: the reliability of the  non-
statistical evidence, Urban  History Yearbook,  1984, pages 45-60.

Grimsby is  the-main illustration  in  this exploration  of the  arguments  over  late
medieval  urban  decline.

Joel T. Rosenthal, Aristocratic Marriage and the English Peerage, 1350-1500:
social institution and personal bond, Journal  of Medieval  History,  volume 10,
1984, pages 181-194.

Covers  the  problems  raised for the  aristocracy by the  forbidden degrees  of  kinship
and  affinity.  Discovers from qualitative  data that  the  business  transaction  often
became a  satisfactory personal  relationship.

Notes  on  Contributors

Rowena  E.  Archer  has recently completed  a  D.Phil. thesis at Oxford on the
Mowbray Dukes of Norfolk up to  1432.  Currently researching the later Mowbray
Dukes.

Lorraine  C.  Attreed.  Research Officer of the  Society’s  American Branch.
She has completed her  Ph.D.  thesis and is now  a  lecturer at Harvard in Social and
Economic Medieval History.

William  E.  Hampton.  B.A.  Dunelm.  A  member of several learned societies.
Author of  Memorials  of the  Wars  of the  Roses.

Rosemary E.  Horrox.  Co-editor  of the  Society's  edition of  BL.  Harleian
Manuscript  433.

Michael  K.  Jones  finished his Ph.D. thesis on ‘The Beaufort Family and the
War in France’ in 1982. He is at present a lecturer in Renaissance and Early
Modern History at Bristol Polytechnic.

James  0.  Petre.  A  member of the Society since  1967; BA. (Wales), M.A.
(London). His particular interest is in the later medieval castle on which he  hopes
to complete a doctoral thesis.

Barrie  Williams.  Rector  of Ashley with Weston-by-Welland and  Sutton
Bassett, Northamptonshire. Author of The  Bishopis‘ Subscription Book,  The
Franciscan  Revival  and  Archbishop John  Williams.
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Contributions  to the  Ricardian

These are welcomed from all members on any subject  relevant to the aims of the
Society.  These  may be illustrated by photographs (glossy prints showing good
contrast) or by line drawings. All contributions, including advertisements and
letters, must be typewritten, with double spacing and adequate margins, on one
side of the paper only. Permission must be obtained for the use of copyright
material, but  this  is not usually necessary for short  quotes.  References and
footnotes  must  be  given  in one sequence at the end of the article.  They must take  a
form similar to the following examples:

R. Horrox and P. W. Hammond (eds.), British Library Manuscript  433 (4 vols.
Upminster and  London  1979-83), vol. 1, pp.45-6.

Daniel Williams, The  hastily drawn up will of William  Catesby Esquire, 25
August 1485, Leicestershire  Archaeological  and  Historical Society Transactions,
vol.  51 (1975- 6-), p. 48.

Details need not be  given  in full for second and subsequent references to the
same source.

Contributions for the June 1985  Ricardian  must reach Anne Sutton, 17
Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London N1 6LD, by March 31.  This  does not
apply to articles which should be sent well in advance and can be  sent  at any time.
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Classified Advertisements

Classified advertisements can be accepted at 4p per word. It would be appreciated
if advertisers forwarded remittances together with copy to be inserted to The
Editor, 17 Enfield Cloisters, Fanshaw Street, London N1 6LD. Cheques or  postal
orders should be  crossed  and made payable to the Richard 111 Society.

Anyone interested in taking advertisement space—full, half or quarter
page—or in placing an insertion, should  contact  the Editor.

Master Craftsman  In  Leather.  Specialist in ancient, medieval and modern leather
design work, Ricardian designs, emblems, heraldic  crests. All work undertaken
by hand  to  exacting standards, i.e small furniture, table  settings, coasters, wall
shields and plaques, jewellery chests  and  boxes, knife and sword cases, and
various  styles  of  belt.  With  period designs or those of your choice. Any
commission undertaken. For further details and my catalogue of designs and
projects, please send 50p to cover postage. Mr. Stewart Ayers, End Cottage, 63
Orchard Street, Otley, West Yorkshire. Tel. Otley 463045.

Bed and  Breakfast.  Opposite Battlefield Centre, towards Sutton Cheney.  £7.50
per person. Mrs. J. A. Chaplin, Fields Farm, Sutton Cheney, Nr.  Nuneaton.  Tel.
Market Bosworth  290339.

The  Richard  111  Society: A History, by George Awdry. Its early years and
V‘achievements  1924-74.  £1.50 (including p.&p. UK only). Available from the Sales
Officer, Miss  Anne  Smith, 14 Lincoln Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 6TJ.

A Beginner’s Guide  to  Research, by the Society’s Research Sub-Committee.
Available from Miss Mary O’Regan, 7 St. Mary‘s  Close, Leeds LS7 3RJ.

Richard III, by G. W. O. Woodward, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of History at the
University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand. 24 pages with 44
illustrations. A  revised  edition of the biography in  Pitkin’s  famous ‘Pride of
Britain? series, with  10 new illustrations and four in colour for the first time.
Available from booksellers price £1, or direct from the publishers (plus 30p
postage and packing), Pitkin Pictorials Ltd., 11 Wyfold Road, London  SW6
680, who will also supply details of overseas price and postage.
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